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adoption. We helped four Chinese groups carry out Trap, Neuter, Return (TNR)
programmes for stray cats and dogs in their areas. As a result, more than 66 stray
cats were helped with some being adopted by local animal lovers. We provided hands-on
TNR training in Nanning, China, for 40 staff and volunteers from eight local NGOs
from three cities. At the beginning of the year, we launched an online platform which
allowed the public to report suspected dog meat illegality in their community. By the
end of October, we had received 662 reports - about two every single day! - with
feedback from the authorities in 149 cases advising the restaurants had either
received an official warning, that no dog meat was found on site, or the
establishment has stopped selling dog meat. Animals Asia's 8th China Dog Ownership
Management Symposium was attended by more than 120 officials and charity staff from
36 Chinese cities. The symposium brought all stakeholders together to discuss how all
groups could collaborate to help stray animals through humane population contreol and
dog ownership management. Our Dr Dog teams in Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Chengdu, Nanning
and Hong Kong, brought companionship to over 3,300 people in 221 visits - more than
one visit every other day! While our Professor Paws volunteers taught nearly 6,000
people about cat and dog welfare. Our billboard campaign urging the public to "care
for animals, respect lives" in Nanning, near Yulin, lasted three months, and was seen
by 100,000 commuters. Awareness Raising: We organised 10 free health checks for over
2,000 local people in Phung Thuong village - a bear bile farming hotspot in Vietnam.
At the sessions, 44 traditional medicine doctors advised on alternatives to bear bile
and prescribed more than 2,100 bottles of herbal medicine. Animals Asia has set up
seven traditional medicine gardens growing over 5,000 plants of herbal alternatives
to bear bile in Vietnam. Three more are currently under construction and are set to
bring the news that nobody will suffer for a lack of bear bile to a wider audience.

In 2018, the Vietnam Bear Rescue Centre welcomed nearly 3,700 visitors including the
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general public, government officials and celebrities such as Virginia McKenna and
vegan Vietnamese singer Ho Quynh Huong. At our Chengdu Bear Rescue Centre, around
4,000 people visited to learn about the plight of the bears and the importance of
moon bear protection. More than 100 Vietnamese media teams and journalists visited
the sanctuary to film the bears and Animals Asia's work to end bear bile farming in
Vietnam. That's about two crews every single week! Educational tours of our Vietnam
sanctuary were given to 1,071 students and teachers from 16 local schools and
universities. For those who couldn?t make the journey, our staff travelled to give
presentations on bear bile farming to 1,445 students in schools, and a further 250
students from local villages. We carried out over 40 public awareness activities in
schools and local communities, spreading awareness of animal welfare and the need to
protect the vulnerable to over 120,000 people. We ran eight animal welfare
awareness-raising campaigns in Chinese metro stations, cinemas, elevators and
shopping malls telling over three million people about the importance of protecting
animals and avoiding cruelty. In China, more than 20 Chinese celebrities joined our
#CaringWithEmpathy campaign reaching more than seven million people through social
media. Global media told the world about our work to end bear bile farming and
promote animal welfare including such outlets as Agence France Prgsse, the BBC, the
Washington Post, the New York Times, The Guardian, South China Post, People, Yahoo
News!, The Daily Mail and The Express helping to spread the word to more than 150
million people! From our gala comedy event in Australia to an evening with rock
legend Rick Wakeman in the UK, we celebrated 20 years of protecting animals in style,
including rescuing more than 600 bears from abhorrent cruelty to give them fantastic

new lives in our sanctuaries.
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