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Contact Details 

Chime-Ling Xiangjiang Safari Park 

http://xjzoo.com.cn/ 

 

Entrance fee: 230 RMB per person for safari park and International Circus 

 

Introduction  
Xiangjiang Safari Park and Chime-Long Paradise Park was established in 1997 by the Chime-Long 

Group based in Guangzhou. The Chime-Long group is one of the largest group corporations in China, 

and comprises eight subsidiary companies: Chime-Long Paradise, Chime-Long International Circus, 

Xiangjiang Safari Park, Chime-Long Water Park, Guangzhou Crocodile Park, Chime-Long Hotel, 

Xiangjiang Hotel, and Chime-Long Golf Practice Center.  

 

The Chime-Long Group has received awards from the Guangzhou City and Guangdong Provincial 

government as a demonstration base for the Chinese Cultural Department, and as a Science Education 

Base for Guangdong Province.   

 

Xiangjiang Safari Park covers an area of 130 hectares. The official website states it is the biggest 

animal theme park in Asia and a ñheaven of animalsò, with 460 species, including  many endangered 

animals. The safari park claims to have over 100 white tigers born at its facility, amounting to over 50 

per cent of all white tigers globally.  

 

Endorsements 

 

  
 

The park is internationally famous for importing the first koalas into China and works in partnership 

with the Currumbian Wildlife Sanctuary in Australia, the suppliers of the koalas to Xiangjiang. 

 

 

 

Xiangjiang Safari Park has 

been endorsed by Brazilian 

international footballer 

Ronaldo plus a host of 

Chinese and Hong Kong 

celebrities, all pictured 

holding animals, such as tiger 

cubs and chimpanzees in the 

animal photography area of 

the park. 

 

http://xjzoo.com.cn/
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General conditions 

 

This is an extremely large complex containing a safari park, a crocodile farm, a hotel and an 

international circus arena. The owner has adopted an ñAfrican-styleò theme for much of the park with 

large open grassland for many species. Within the traditional zoo area, the enclosures are generally 

small, barren and lacking general enrichment. The animal performances and the international circus 

show are carried out on an immense scale and cause a large amount of animal suffering. 

 

Safari drive: 

In general, many of the species within the safari area have a large amount of space. Species such as 

deer, antelope and rhinos are free-roaming and allowed to interact. 

 

Elephants 

In contrast to many other species in the safari drive area, two Asian elephants are in a small area 

enclosed by an electric fence. One of the elephantas shows signs of stereotypic head-swaying. 

 

Bears 

The safari area has two bear enclosures, one for brown bears and another containing a mix of Asiatic 

black bears and sun bears. 

 

White t igers 

The park exhibits a large number of white tigers. 

 

White deer and white Thomsonôs gazelle 

The safari area contains a large number of white deer and gazelle, 

 

Enclosures 

 

 
 

 

 

Within the traditional zoo 

area, the enclosures for 

many animals such as 

squirrel monkeys, eagle 

owls and a single sloth are 

small with no enrichment 

provided. 
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Animal nursery 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tiger cubs 

There are nine tiger cubs 

in the nursery, all of them 

without their mothers. 

Many were attempting to 

suckle each other. The 

cubs had no area to hide 

from the public ensuring 

they are on permanent 

display to the visitors. 

 

A single white tiger cub 

was being used for photos 

with members of the 

public. 

 

 

The white tiger cub is 

housed alone in a barren 

concrete enclosure with 

a single tyre for 

enrichment. 
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Bear cubs 

 
 

 

 

Four brown bears, two 

Asiatic black bears and a 

single sun bear cub are 

housed in a barren 

concrete enclosure with a 

tree in the centre. The tree 

has electric fencing 

around the base to prevent 

the bears climbing it.  

 

No further enrichment 

facilities are provided. 

 

One of the Asiatic black bear 

cubs is exhibiting severe 

stereotypic ñneck twistingò this 

behaviour was observed to take 

place continuously for a period of 

20 minutes. 
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Chimpanzees 

 
 

A member of the public was banging the glass wall and the male chimpanzee was exhibiting an angry 

and frustrated behaviour trying to escape the public glare. 

 

 

One of the brown bear cubs 

continually suckled the ear 

of an Asiatic black bear cub. 

 

Two chimpanzees are 

housed in a small barren 

enclosure containing 

plastic bottles, which 

have been thrown into 

the enclosure by the 

public.  

 

The chimpanzeesô indoor 

enclosure has one 

complete glass wall, and 

no private area, therefore 

the chimpanzees cannot 

escape from the public 

glare. 
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Wallabies 

 

  
 

 

Koalas 

 
 

 

A group of white 

wallabies are in a 

grassed enclosure with 

no place to hide from the 

very hot sun. 

 

The park is very proud of its 

koala, and provides extensive 

information on the parkôs 

partnership with the Currumbian 

Wildlife Sanctuary in Australia 

to secure the import of the 

koalas. 

 

In contrast to the rest of the zoo, 

the signage surrounding the 

koala house provides 

information on koala 

conservation and the ñglobal co-

operation between zoosò. 
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Goats  

 
 

 

Signage 

In general, there is little public information relating to species conservation, habitat conservation and/or 

general species behaviour and ecology. In contrast the park contains a wealth of information on the 

koala bears as documented. 

 

 

The koalas are in small 

concrete enclosures 

containing a number 

of small trees. Some 

enclosures contain just 

one tree.  

 

At the foot of the trees 

ñcrash matsò are 

provided. presumably 

to break the koalasô 

falls.  

 

A fenced enclosure 

houses a variety of 

goats. The goats 

were having their 

wool removed. 

Staff had tied their 

legs together with 

rope and used 

scissors to remove 

the wool. The 

goats were 

struggling 

throughout. 
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Public behaviour 

Members of the public exhibited adverse behaviour towards many of the animals in the traditional zoo 

area of the park. This includes: 

 

¶ Laughing at the stereotypic behaviour of an Asiatic black bear cub. 

¶ Laughing at a chimpanzeeôs angry display and teasing it through glass. 

¶ Shouting at a hippo in an attempt to get the animal to move.  

 

Staff behaviour 

Staff attending to the goats were seen to be very rough with their handling. No staff members were 

seen trying to discourage the negative behaviour of the public towards the animals. 

 

Stereotypic behaviour 

A number of animals exhibit stereotypic behaviour; this includes an elephant head swaying, and an 

Asiatic black bear cub exhibiting severe ñneck twistingò.  

 

Animal photography 

 

 
 

 

The park has a number of 

designated ñphotographyò areas.  

 

The main area is next to the Animal 

Nursery. This contains pictures of 

Hong Kong and Chinese celebrities 

and Brazilian footballer Ronaldo, 

all endorsing the use of animals in 

this manner. 

 



Chime-Long Xiangjiang Safari Park, 27 September 2009 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the park a 

wide variety of species are 

used for photographic 

sessions, these include: 

 

¶ White tiger cub 

¶ Elephants 

¶ Orangutan baby  

¶ Tiger cubs 

¶ Macaws 

¶ Toucans 

¶ Cockatiels 

¶ Sea lions 

 

A baby orangutan was 

very uncomfortable with 

having her photograph 

taken and was trying to 

bite the keeper and pull 

away from the member 

of the public. 
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Public safety 

This is a serious concern at Xiangjiang Safari Park. The barriers provided within the animal 

performance areas are completely unsatisfactory to keep animals away from the public. If an animal 

wanted to escape the arena, it would be possible to do so with ease. 

 

 
   

 

During the elephant show, 

members of the public lie 

on the ground and the 

elephants are trained to 

engage in lewd behavior of 

prodding the genitals of the 

males and the breasts of 

the female members of 

public invited to lie on the 

floor. The elephant then 

puts his foot on top of 

them. The only way to 

prevent the elephant from 

trampling the audience 

member is through the use 

of the jab stick by the 

showman. 
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Animal performances 

 

General 

Xiangjiang Safari Park has a number of animal performances, including an elephant show, a general 

animal show called ñThe Monkey Kingò and a white tiger show. 

 

Elephant show 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

This is held within a 

purpose-built arena 

accommodating over 

500 people. There were 

about 200 people present 

for this performance. 

 

Five Asian elephants are 

used in the elephant 

show. 

 

The showmen use a 

white jab stick with a 

sharp end to control the 

elephants throughout the 

performance. 
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The elephants are made to perform a 

number of tricks, including: 

 

Bowing to the public. 

 

Walking on front legs only. 

 

Walking on back legs only.  

 

Walking on top of a rolling barrel. 

 

 

 

Playing football and basketball 

 

Sitting down  
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Crowd 

The crowd were clapping and laughing enthusiastically throughout the performance. 

 

Putting a foot on an audience 

member lying on the floor. 

 

Headstands and handstands. 

 

 

 

 

At the end of the show, members of the public 

are encouraged to have their photographs taken 

with the elephants.  

 

An adult elephant was seen greeting and 

comforting a young elephant as it came into the 

arena. 

 



Chime-Long Xiangjiang Safari Park, 27 September 2009 

General animal show óThe Monkey Kingô 

 

This is held within a purpose-built arena accommodating over 500 people. There were about 100 

people present for this performance. The monkey king show is based on a popular Chinese story. The 

show involves a variety of different animal species. 

 

 
 

 

Bears 

An Asiatic black bear is dressed in a 

costume and led around the arena by a rope 

through its nose. The bear is made to throw 

a ball into a basket. 

 

 

Piglets 

Piglets are forced to run across the stage with 

young macaques tied to their backs 

 

Macaques and baboons 

A number of macaques and baboons are 

used in the show. Young macaques are 

forced to ride on the backs of piglets.  

 

The macaques have chains around their 

necks and are dragged around the stage 

by the performers. The young macaques 

appear fearful and confused and attempt 

to groom each other during the 

performance, but are not allowed to 

perform any natural behaviour. 
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Dog 

A German Shepherd dog is part of the performance; the dog was physically pushed onto the stage to 

carry out its part in the act. 

 

Crowd 

The crowd were clapping and laughing throughout the performance. 

 

 

 

Macaques also perform acrobatics 

while riding goats. 

 

Two young macaques were chained to 

the walls surrounding the stage area. 

These animals were trying to hide 

during the performance, and they 

were also observed jumping 

erratically on the spot, a sign of 

stereotypic behaviour. At the end of 

the show members of the public threw 

objects to the begging monkeys. 
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White lion and tiger show 

 

 
 

 

The performance is based upon fear and intimidation, although some positive reinforcement was 

observed. In general the circus showmen frequently engage in negative reinforcement, whipping and 

striking the animals repeatedly, forcing them to carry out tricks against their natural behaviour and 

demonstrating to the audience that the animals can only be ñcontrolledò by pain and fear.  

 

The animals show ñdefensive threatò behaviour, with their ears laid back, mouth open, nose wrinkled, 

eyes narrowed, and tail held low. In general, the tigers and lions are in fear of the circus showmen and 

cower when the showmen approach.  

 

White l ions 

 

Three white lions are made to perform the following tricks: 

¶ Standing on their back legs. 

¶ Walking on their back legs. 

 

A show woman also sits on top of one of the lions and puts her fist inside his mouth. 

 

This is held within a 

large purpose-built arena 

accommodating over 

3,000 people; there were 

about 250 people present 

for this performance. 

The performance 

involves white tigers, 

white lions and tiger/lion 

cross-breed animals.  
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Tiger/lion cross 

Four cross-breed animals are 

made to perform the following 

tricks: 

 

Walking and balancing on a large 

ball. 

 

Jumping through burning hoops. 

 

White tigers 

Fifteen white tigers are made to 

perform the following tricks: 

 

Stand on their back legs. 

 

Jump through burning hoops. 

 

Jump through rings of paper. 

 

Engage in a game of tug-of-war 

with members of the public. 

 

Jump over each otherôs backs. 

 

Spin on a circular platform. 

 

Walk on their back legs. 

 

Hop on their back legs. 
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Crowd 

The crowd were clapping and laughing throughout the performance. The crowd gasped at the sight of 

the number of white tigers as they entered the arena. 
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Guangzhou Crocodile Farm 
 

The crocodile farm opened in 2004 and covers an area of 73 hectares. It is repported to have cost 300 

million RMB. The Chime-Long Group website states it is home to over 100,000 crocodiles and is the 

worldôs largest crocodile park. 

 

General 

 

 
 

 

 

The park prides itself on 

selling crocodile meat 

which is available to 

taste and buy. It is 

possible to view the 

processing of the 

crocodile meat through 

the glass windows of a 

meat-processing section.  

 

 

The farm has a large number 

of enclosures packed with 

crocodiles. 

 



Chime-Long Xiangjiang Safari Park, 27 September 2009 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The official shop sells a host of products, 

including WWF-endorsed caps and 

ornamental ñcatsò made of rabbit fur. 
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Two pomeranians were seen fighting viciously in a small enclosure and the farm has a large number of 

Dalmatian puppies, presumably bred for sale. 

 

 

 

 

Dogs 

The crocodile farm contains a 

variety of dog breeds, all 

housed in small, barren, 

concrete enclosures.  

 

A number of the dogs 

exhibited symptoms of 

kennel cough. 
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Animal performance 

The crocodile farm has a number of animal shows, including a crocodile show, dog agility show and a 

sea lion show. 

 

The crocodile show and dog agility shows had finished by the time we arrived at the crocodile farm. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The sea lions are made 

to perform a variety of 

tricks including: 

 

Acting like humans by 

kissing and putting 

flippers around each 

other. 

 

Standing on one leg and 

balancing a ball on the 

nose. 

 

Walking on flippers 

while balancing a ball 

on the nose. 

 

Clapping. 

 

Sea-lions are also used 

for public photographs. 

Sea lions 

This perfomance is held within a 

purpose-built arena accommodating 

over 200 people. There were about 

50 people present for this 

performance.  
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Chimelong Hotel 

 

Chime-Long Hotel 

Yingbin Road 

Panyu, 

Guangzhou 

Tel:(86 20) 8478 6838 

Fax:(86 20) 8479 1666 

http://www.chimelonghotel.com/index.php?language=eng&text=&id=  

Email: chimelong@chimelong-hotel.com 

 

The Chime-long hotel is an African colonial-style hotel with animal heads and animal parts adorning 

the walls.  

 

 
 

 
 

The hotel is very proud that the 

Manchester United Football Club 

was residents of the hotel in 

2007. 

 

The hotel contains a white tiger 

enclosure within a central 

courtyard. The hotel has been 

built to accommodate this 

enclosure at its centre and diners 

at the hotelôs restaurant can 

watch the white tigers as they 

dine.  

 

http://www.chimelonghotel.com/index.php?language=eng&text=&id
mailto:chimelong@chimelong-hotel.com
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Chimelong International Circus 

The Chimelong International Circus was established in 2005, and claims to be the worldôs biggest 

circus. According to website reports, the current performance is entitled ñThe Forest Codeò. The show 

claims to show how to create a harmonious environment for humans and all the creatures of the world.   

  

 

 
 

Website reports estimate the show 

cost more than 1 million RMB to 

produce and combines quintessential 

eastern and western elements created 

by both Chinese and international 

circus designers. There are 

documented to be more than 11 

different settings used throughout the 

performance, decorated by different 

natural and artificial materials, the 

stage is supposed to resemble an area 

inside the forest.  

 

Chime-Long International Circus is reported to have more 

than 300 professional performers from all over the world, 

including Russians, Americans, Colombians, Thais and 

Ukrainians. As well as the human performers, the circus 

uses many hundreds of different animals within the show.  
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Performance 
The speed of the performance and changes in scene are incredible. Most of the performance is based on 

human acrobatic displays, which are amazing. But these are interspersed with the animal acts 

documented below: 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

A lion is brought onto the stage 

and raised high onto a platform 

while human acrobats perform 

tricks on horseback below. The 

lion has a collar and is chained to 

a metal bar. 

 

Two Asiatic black bears are forced 

to ñboxò each other. The bears are 

muzzled to prevent them from 

biting the showmen; the muzzles 

have chains attached to the straps at 

the back of the bearôs head. The 

showmen use the chains to control 

the bears. The bears struggle to 

release the hold the showmen have 

on the chains. The showmen drag 

the bears on and off the stage by the 

ropes making the bears walk 

quickly on their back legs. 

 


